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LUSTRATED (CONDON NEWS 


( ) te readers may remem- 

ber that in our issue of 
August 21, 1948, we repro 
duced photographs taken by 
Mr. G. K. Yeates, F.R.P.S 
f a Flamingo City in the 
delta of the Rhéne The 
colour photographs on these 


pages are from his recently- 
published book, “ Flamingo 
City '’(“‘ Country Life '’ Ltd 


in which he record his 
journeys to observe and 
photograph the many ex- 
quisite birds of the Camargue 
nd which is reviewed by 
Sir John Squire on another 
page in this issue Mr. 
Yeates, a Yorkshire business 
man, is well known for his 
writings on birds and the 
technique of bird photo- 
graphy. He has specialised 
in the study of the birds of 
the Camargue, but has also 
travelled in search of birds 
in Spain and Iceland, as well 
as throughout Great Britain 
His photographs have been 
widely exhibited, and he is a 
Fellow and Medallist of the 
Royal Photographic Society 
It was the late Abel Chap- 
man who in 1883, in the 
marismas of the Guadal- 
quivir, in Southern Spain, 
first of all English ornitholo- 
gists, saw and described the 
nesting of the flamingo, 
described by the great 
American ornithologist, the 
late Dr. F. M. Chapman, as 
‘without question the most 
remarkable sight in the bird 


world."’ It is a sight as rare 
ntinued , ON THE 





A FLICK OF CHESTNUTS AND GREENS, OF BLUES AND GOLDS AGAINST THE 


ntir 
water birds standing ; birds sitting a seething mass of life Yet this haunt of the 
flamingo is endangered, for in the preface to his book Mr. Yeates says : ‘‘ The Camargue 
was recently threatened by the French War Office. That danger seems to have passed 
only to be replaced by an infinitely more serious menace. The cultivation of rice 


. nde Je -kn 
might at first sight seem innocuous, but its development has sounded a death-knell 


is very profitable, and profit has attracted big capital Its 


drainage as well as irrigation The whole character of the Camargue is being changed 
with bewildering peed Canals are being dug marshes are being drained Bull 
dozers rule where once the mosquito and the wild bull held sway He does not have 
to be a lob who says that in a decade much of the Camargue we have been fortunate 
enough to know will be but the shadow of its ancient self I hope I an wrong 





OUTSKIRTS OF A FLAMINGO CITY OF THE CAMARGUE 
OF BIRDS WHICH PERMITTED THE PHOTOGRAPHER TO APPROACH WITHIN FIFTEEN YARDS BEFORE MOVING OFF. 


Rice 


introduction has meant 





A VIEW SHOWING SOME OF THE MOUND-LIKE NESTS, AND A FEW OF THE THOUSANDS 


‘THE MOST REMARKA 
IN THE BIRD-W 

A FLAMINGO 
PHOTOGRAPHED IN 
COLOUR IN THE CA 
AND OTHER BIRDS 


RHONE DELT 


Natural Colour photographs by Mr. G. K. Yeates 


his book Flamingo City.” by Courtesy of the Publ 
‘ 
t 
SANDY CLIFF-FACE : A PAIR OF BEE-EATERS 
The flamingo does not necessarily nest every year, and though there may be thousands place of b 


. t 

of birds present on suitable lagoons, great feeding herds stretching away in a pink short one 
, + meuk 

presence does not mean nesting. Yet when conditions are he incuba 


line over the water, their 

suitable they build their city a raised platform of mud—or each nest may be built by the ps 
more or less independently The whole colony builds at great speed. Within twenty- Mr. Yeates 
four hours a whole island, thick in Salicornia, is transformed into a mud city, the camera al 
mud being collected from ‘ scoops or moats, around the city The building technique ( Merops a 
is an elaboration of the normal feeding methods, the birds rotating on a_ central starts, a fi 
mound as they make with their beaks a circular ditch depositing the mud on the darts head 
ever-growing central mound The nests vary greatly in height, the decisive factor being not spate of sa 
the level of the water at the time of buildin but the condition of the 1 at the to the face 





SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


remarkable and it 
was not until 1947 that it 
was witnessed again by 

lishmen in Europe, when 


Mr. Yeates was one of 


small party who saw « 
Flamingo City in the marshes 
of the Rhéne delta. Thanks 
to friends in France who had 
known of its existence earlier 
and had most carefully pre- 
served its secret), Mr. Yeates 
was able to revisit the colony 
in 1948 In our issue of 
August 21, 1948, Mr. Yeates 
wrote : “I shall always re- 
gard the dates May 16-18 
1948, as the high spot of my 
ornithological experience 
Living in a rough marsh- 
man's hut deep in the delta, 
we were in constant sight of 
a stupendous spectacle A 
mile and a half over the 
waters of a lagoon was a 
dense, pink mass, hazy 
through the mirage. As we 
approached, it took shape in 
the form of a forest of long 
necks stuck up from a car- 
pet of sitting and standing 
pink bodies, and the clamour 
was that of a thousand geese 
in full ery It was a 
kaleidoscope of colour 
whites, pinks, vermilions, 
and the ultramarine sky be- 
yond ; and a very babel of 
noise and activity birds 
fighting, weaving their long 
necks in serpentine-like 
wrath with a _ neighbour 
birds standing over their 
chicks and tending them ; 
birds leading chicks off to 


“THE SIX OF THEM PARADED IN THE SHALLOWS BEHIND. ... EVENTUALLY ONE STRODE ON TO THE MUD TOWARDS ITS NEST, AND ALL THE 
REST FOLLOWED LIKE SHEEP’’: FLAMINGOS PHOT f IN THE CAMARGUE, ONE OF THE BIRDS’ TWO BREEDING STATIONS IN EUROPE 


tSMARKABLE SIGHT 
BIRD:- WORLD”: 
MNGO CITY~ 

ED IN NATUR 
‘HE CAMARGU 
BIRDS OF THE 


DELTA. 


K. Yeates, F.RLPLS.. reproduced from 


of the Publishers Country Life™ Lad. 


ON ITS BIG FLOATING NEST OF CUT > WHISKERED TERN ON THE ETANG REDON, NEAR SALIN DE BADON 


place of building The much-quoted tall nest is not as common as the comparatively i fellows gliding and h ng fre is one playing 
short one. The number of eggs in a clutch is normally one, less frequently two, and Castle on a smooth 
the incubation period is one m : The young chicks are fed for the first fortnight shore, some on tl 
by the parent, the chick taking from its parent's beak lear white liquid amongst bare shells, i n bee-eater 
Mr. Yeates did not -vote al his tim 9 the flamingo, but found subjects for his The whiskered terns of nargue 

nera among the ler ird the Camargue. At the Bee-Eater the Etang Redon |} ng been recognis 


' 
(Merops apiaster), he writes : is one wh listurbed a colony 


starts, a flick restnuts and the we 


darts he hole successful about 
spate nd kick t ind i To the 


to th { by n Ti indecided whether 
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PROBABLY THE FINEST GOLD TORC EVER DISCOVERED 


TURNED UP BY THE PLOUGH AT SNETTISHAM LAST 


HE fine examples of the goldsmith’s craft 
in the Iron Age, shown here (writes Mr. R 
Rainbird Clarke, M.A. FLS.A.. Deputy Curator 
Castle Museum, Norwich), were first illustrated 
in monochrome) in our issue of December 2, 
1950, following their discovery during deep 
ploughing on Sir Stephen Green's land at Ken 
Hill Snettisham, Norfolk, the lower example 
being found in imid-November, 1950, the more 
elaborate upper one a few days later. A Coronet 
inquest declared them treasure-trove, and they 
are now at the British Museum The finder, 
Mr. T. Rout, a tractor-driver, receives the full 
market value of the torcs, which are composed 
of gold, silver and copper in varying proportions 
They were tound about 30 yards apart The 
elaborately decorated ends of the stranded torc were 
fastened by the smaller incomplete torc, with the 
delicately chased gold bracelet looped over it. The 
original Snettisham Treasure (described in our issue 
of January 1, 1949), which was found in 1948, and 
which is now in Norwich Castle Museum, consisted 
of three groups or hoards of antiquities, found close 
together and within a few yards of the new find 
The first hoard contained the remains of at least 
five tubular torcs of sheet gold, with elaborate 
decorated collar around iron cores A econd 
hoard contained twelve gold coins of the tribes of 
the Bellovaci and Atrebates in Northern France, 
mostly minted about 75 B.c., but showing con 
iderable signs of wear, and also included the 
remains of many tore bracelets, ring etc in 
bronze and = electrum te gold-silver alloy 
Many had already been broken up, and some had 
actually been melted down A third hoard 
contained about 150 cast-tin coins (which only 
circulated in south-east England), associated with 
imilat crap metal The date at which this 
collection of mainly obsolete coinage and scrap 
etal was concealed, probably by a metal 
u ested by the latest of the gold coin 
» minted about the birth of Christ, and it is 
ds was concealed then 
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AGE GOLDSMITHS' WORK 
ESPECIALLY NOTEWORTHY 
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